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Published by the Lenoir Cotton Mill Association and the Lenoir City Museum
Editor, Beverly Sweeney

Come for the business; stay for the mystery!

The Lenoir City Museum will open on
April 6t to kick-off our 2022 season.
Two of our newest exhibits are featured
in this edition of the newsletter —
Charles Bacon, local businessman and
Bush Breazeale, local character.

Charles H. Bacon

Charles Harrison Bacon was a prominent businessman
in Lenoir City and Loudon during the early and
mid-20th century. Born on 5-3-1877, he was educated
in the public schools and graduated from Sweetwater
Military Academy with A.B. degree in 1893. He also
attended Eastman Business College, Poughkeepsie,
NY.

His businesses included hosiery mills in both Lenoir
City and Loudon, along with a hospital and a
creamery in Loudon. Our exhibit includes an
insulated bag and an ice cream container from the
creamery along with a sample book of items made in
the mill. There are also numerous photos of workers
and copies of the mill newsletter — The Bacon Bulletin
— which published quarterly beginning in July of
1962.

The Loudon plant was chartered in 1906 as Loudon
Hosiery Mills. Mr. Bacon became President and
General Manager in 1918 and changed the business
name to Charles H. Bacon Company.

'l'kiugiphnto shows the Bacon Mill in Loudon, which opened in
1906. Based on the cars, the photo was likely taken in the late
1940s.

The Lenoir City Mill started as Dixie Mills in 1897 in
the Lenoir Cotton Mill Building. It moved to the
Lenoir City Mill buildings and the name changed to
Holston Manufacturing Company in 1904. In 1918,
the Taubel-Scott Company of New York and New
Jersey purchased the business, which merged with the
Charles H. Bacon Company in 1924. The businesses
were incorporated in 1927 as the Charles H. Bacon
Company.
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This artist’s rendering of the Holston MFG. Co. mill buildings in Lenoir
City dates to the very early 20t century. They later became the Bacon
Hosiery Mill.

This current photo of the Lenoir City mill building doesn’t look much
like the artwork above, but does show the same proximity to the RR
tracks. Note the addition of the water tower. Many of the original
buildings are gone and the windows have been bricked shut on this last
one.

Later, the Bacon Company merged with Genesco, Inc,
based in Nashville. The company produces specialty
footwear and accessories.

During the many years of operation, the mills, the
hospital and the creamery provided jobs for Loudon
Countians who then supported other local businesses
— clothing stores, restaurants, theatres and more.

This photo shows Bacon Hospital on Grove Street in Loudon.
The hospital has been closed for many years, but the building is
now part of River Oaks Place, an assisted living facility.

The buildings that housed the Loudon Mill have been
torn down, although a water tower still stands. It has
been painted to show the year of Loudon’s founding
and is clearly visible to everyone entering the town
from the north on Highway 11.

The mill buildings in Lenoir City still stand, as seen in
the photo above, though they are not currently in use.
The mill operated until the early 1970s. There was an
outlet store upfront, where your author bought many

socks! Later, it housed Grand Furniture Store, whose
signs remain.

Charles H. Bacon passed away on July 1, 1955. This vault, in
the Berry Highland Memorial Cemetery in Knox County, is his
final resting place.

Bush Breazeale

Felix “Uncle Bush” Breazeale was born June 29, 1864
in the Cave Creek Community that straddles the
Loudon/Roane County border. He became known as
a hermit and social outcast for most of his adult life
due to scandal involving a murder, but a closer look at
his adult life reveals...well — maybe not.

James Breckinridge “Brack” Smith was a Constable in
Roane County and widely known as a bully. He had
been a Confederate sympathizer during the Civil War
and was outspoken about his resentment of the Union
victory. In addition, he was acquitted twice of assault
for shooting prisoners (they lived) in his care as a
Constable. Regardless of his official status, his
community had had enough and Brack was murdered
on August 6, 1891.

There are many layers to this story and some conflict.
However, there are court records showing the
indictment, trial and acquittal of both Uncle Bush and
his friend Eph Miller for the murder. Uncle Bush
might’ve become a folk hero (he was 27 when the
murder occurred) but he did not. Instead, he returned
to the farm he shared with his parents and his sister to
earn a living as an independent farmer. A woman
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named Melvina Irvin sometimes lived with the
Breazeales. Called Aunt Vine, she was what we now
call a home health care worker or a live-in nurse,
earning a living taking care of sick people in their
homes. Between jobs, she stayed with the Breazeales.

Small farmers in that time didn’t travel frequently or
far. When Uncle Bush went to town he rode his mule,
Mule. He attended church and is said to have many
hunting buddies, going hunting frequently, as was also
the custom. Uncle Bush is reported to have taken a
series of busses and streetcars to visit his nephew
(Frank Bowman) in Knox County. Clearly these
events and actions do not comport with the idea that
Uncle Bush was a hermit.

However, there were still a number of people in the
community who thought he was guilty of murder.
Uncle Bush denied the accusation to the very end;
claiming to know who the real murderer was.
Dressing Self for the Rites :

This is one of many, many photos taken of Uncle Bush before, during
and after the staged funeral. This day-of photo shows him getting
dressed.

As an older man, he wanted to tell his own story and
made arrangements with Quinn Funeral Home in
Loudon to have and attend his own funeral on June
26, 1938. Uncle Bush had said that he wanted to
name the murderer at this event, but he never did —
possibly because the event had grown so big and had
gotten so much attention. The minister was from
Illinois, which seems odd, but family connections
brought him to Loudon. During the service, he talked
about many topics, but never mentioned the scandal.
In the hoopla and hyperbole surrounding the funeral,
much of the animus for Uncle Bush was forgotten.

This hoopla may’ve been the beginning of the hermit
myth, as Uncle Bush was living alone at the time. His
parents and sister were deceased and Aunt Vine
passed away in 1938, just weeks before the staged
funeral.

Uncle Bush’s story is told in 3 places:

The first is a webpage from the family - http:/
www.clanbreazeale.com/UncleBush/ which has
photos, newspaper stories and personal stories of the
day.

The second place is a movie, called Get Low, released
in 2010. It stars Bill Murray as the funeral home
director Frank Quinn, Robert DuVall as Uncle Bush
and Sissy Spacek as Mattie Darrow. The movie tells a
fictionalized version of Uncle Bush’s life, wherein
he’s a hermit due to being disappointed by love. He
carries a torch for Mattie’s sister, even though she died
many years ago. The movie’s title refers to an old
southern expression meaning to be buried.
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A TRUE TALL TALE

The third place the story is told is a book called Uncle
Bush’s Live Funeral by Scott Seeke. This book
claims to be the true story of Uncle Bush, but family
members and employees at the Roane County
Heritage Commission dispute some of his work.
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Uncle Bush died on February 9, 1943 and is buried at Cave Creek
Cemetery in Roane County.

Uncle Bush’s headstone highlights both the staged funeral and
his real death. His actual funeral was a low-key affair and
reportedly, this grave marker was added later.

Interestingly, Brack Smith and numerous members of
his family are also buried at Cave Creek. This could
make for colorful conversations on Decoration Day.

So...Did he, or didn’t he? Only Uncle Bush & Eph
know for sure!

The newsletter owes much to Robert Bailey and Mary
Pippin at the Roane County Heritage Commission.
They were generous with their time and shared a
recording of Uncle Bush’s voice when he appeared on
the Ripley s Believe it or Not radio show.

In addition, much is owed to Frank Anderson, Uncle
Bush’s great-great nephew. Mr. Anderson was also
generous with his time and of his theories. He’s
working on a book to tell Uncle Bush’s story in full.
It should be a great read!

Lenoir City Museum is open Wednesday through Friday
from 1-4PM, from April through October
110 Depot Street, Lenoir City, TN 37771;
for an appointment during the off-season,
call 865-986-9169

lenoircitymuseum@yahoo.com; @lenoirmuseum;
www.facebook.com/LenoirCityMuseum;
www.lenoircitymerchants.com/lenoircitymuseum

Join the Lenoir Cotton Mill

Association!
110 Depot Street, Lenoir City, TN. 37771

Please check the Membership level for you:

Students — No charge
Individual - $25.00
Senior - $20.00

Family - $50.00
Business/Org - $100.00
Silver Level - $250.00
Gold Level - $500.00
Platinum - $1000.00

DATE

NAME

STREET.

CITY/STATE

PHONE

EMAIL

NAME OF BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION

The LCMA is a 501(c)(3) organization.

Any donation above the amount of the membership is
tax deductible.

Online donations can be made at www.paypal.com.
Click Send and put in our email address,
lenoircitymuseum@yahoo.com

JOINTHE
LENOIR COTTON MILL
ASSOCIATION

DHE LEXOIR CITY HUSEUH
Pt

‘CoTTON MILSTE





